Current strategies for the treatment of hepatocellular carcinoma.
Although hepatic resection for hepatocellular carcinoma is the only known modality that offers an opportunity for cure, the practicing oncologist must be aware of alternative modes of therapy. A multidisciplinary approach between surgeon, medical oncologist, and invasive radiologist is necessary in exploring all potential therapeutic options. The oncologist must not only consider the stage of the tumor, but must also take into account the functional reserve of the nontumor-bearing liver in selecting appropriate therapy. More recently, hepatic transplantation has been recognized as a potential curative modality for specific tumor types and stages. Percutaneous ethanol injection and chemoembolization are excellent palliative measures. However, it remains clear that new and innovative techniques are necessary in the therapeutic, adjuvant, and palliative settings in the comprehensive care of the patient with hepatocellular carcinoma.